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UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS



Radiation Protection Service
Department of Wellbeing, Safety & Health

Appointment of a Radiation Protection Supervisor
	Name:



	E-mail:


	Telephone:



	Faculty & School or Institute:



	Research Group:
	

	Laboratory subject to Local Rules (number / name)
	

	Is the lab a multi-user facility?
	

	Is the area a Service Facility (e.g. x-ray lab)
	

	Signature:


	Date:



	Head of School:



	Signature:


	Date:




Notes

The statutory responsibility of an RPS...i.e. what the law says

The Ionising Radiations Regulations 1999 [regulation 17(4)] specifically states that the RPS does not have any legal responsibility for making local rules, risk assessments etc. and paragraph 289 of the HSE guidance note states that ’...The RPS has a crucial role to play in helping to ensure adherence to the arrangements made by the radiation employer, and in particular supervising the arrangements set out in local rules. However, the legal responsibility remains with the employer and cannot be delegated...’
Who should be appointed as a Radiation Protection Supervisor (RPS)?

In most laboratories where unsealed radioactive materials are used it will be the Principal Investigator or Group Leader who will usually be appointed as an RPS to supervise the workers in their group (only).

In the case of specialist facilities such as X-Ray or Electron Microscopy Suites then the Facility Manager will normally be the appointed RPS.

These arrangements are consistent with the Statements of Responsibility for Academic Supervisors and Line Managers, as given in the University Health and Safety Policy.
The role of the RPS at the University of Leeds

RPSs hold a crucial role to play in safety governance, and RPSs will assist the University in complying with legislation by ensuring that radiation workers in their group:

· have relevant Local Rules prepared for their proposed work, and,

· that they comply with them.

These are the only two duties of an RPS.

In practice, a Faculty Radiation Safety Co-ordinator (RSC) will assist workers and RPSs with the preparation of suitable and sufficient Local Rules.

What are Local Rules?

Local Rules are instructions for the acquisition of radioactive materials, source storage, waste disposal, radiation dosimetry (radiation badges), monitoring, good lab practice, etc. The Local Rules will also cross reference underlying University procedures (Standard Operating Procedures) and guidance, however, compliance with the latter tend to fall within the remit of one of the Faculty RSCs or the Radiation Protection Service.

Duration of appointment as an RPS and training

RPSs must complete an appropriate course of training prior to taking up their duties. This will either be on-line achieved or through a short discussion (typically one hour) with the Radiation Protection Officer or the Head of the Radiation Protection Service. Re-appointment as an RPS is conditional on the appointee attending a short course of refresher training every three years.

RPS training

By necessity the course of instruction will briefly cover the following.

· The appropriate sections of any relevant statutory instructions.

· The role and function of the specialist divisions of the Health and Safety Executive and the Environment Agency, and any conditional arrangements placed upon the University.

· Radiation safety governance arrangements.

· University certificates and permissions.

· Standard Operating Procedures.

· Local Rules and risk assessments.

· The role and functions of Radiation Safety Coordinators, and how they will assist RPSs, line managers and radiation users.

· What an RPS has to do in practical terms. 
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